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BEATRIZ MILHAZES

ABOUT 
Brazilian Born, 1960 

Painter 
Printmaker 

Collage Artist 
Studio in Rio de Janeiro 

 - near city’s Botanical Garden

PROCESS 
…for collaging paint 

-paints vibrant abstract designs onto clear sheets of plastic 
-sticks sheet to canvas, adhering painted shape 

-peels off the plastic, leaving layer of paint  INSPIRATIONS 
Brazilian culture, modern European design 
elements, Colonial Baroque architecture, 
carnival decorations, lacework, ceramics, 
Brazilian pop music, opera, and nature.

INFLUENCES 
Henri Matisse 

Wassily Kandinsky 
Piet Mondrian

Rio de Janeiro Botanical Gardens

LESSON IDEAS 
Colorful Shape Collage 
- composition / arrangement 
- power of decision 
Shapes to music 
- Brazilian Pop 
- Bossa Nova 
- Tropical  
Nature Inspiration 
- In the field 
observation /
drawing 

BIG IDEA 
To create colorful compositions using 

geometric shapes influenced by Brazilian 
Culture and nature as Beatriz Milhazes would. 

RESOURCES 
https://www.artsy.net/artist/beatriz-milhazes 
https://www.guggenheim.org/artwork/artist/beatriz-milhazes 
https://bombmagazine.org/articles/beatriz-milhazes/ 
https://www.wikiart.org/en/beatriz-milhazes 
http://origin.www.jamescohan.com/artists/beatriz-milhazes

Maracorola, 2015. Acrylic on canvas, approx 50” x 113” 



By Erica Hutchins 
Big Idea - Collaging Expression 
Lesson Title - Musical Movement Collage 
Grade/Class - 2nd grade 
Time Allotment - Two 40-minute class periods 

Overview 
Lesson summary: 
In this lesson students will create a bold and vibrant collage using shapes and 
bright colors. Students will listen to Brazilian music, such as Bossa Nova and 
Tropicalia to create expressive backgrounds using freeform movements with wet 
materials. Shape templates will be given to each student to design and color with 
bold vibrant colors, while also incorporating tracings from objects brought in from 
home. Students will be encouraged to modify the given shapes by using scissors to 
form new shapes of different sizes. These cut outs will then be adhered to the 
background previously created in such a way that is visually pleasing to the 
student. Upon completion, all students will participate in a gallery walk and 
discussion regarding their finished works.  

Rationale:  
~The self expression portion of this lesson will encourage second graders to be 
more playful with their creativity since often they can be tense.  
~Students will work individually while incorporating their own ideas and 
personalities into their pieces since they enjoy working on their own.  

Artworks, Artists and/or Artifacts:  
Beatriz Milhazes, Maracorola 2015 
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Key concepts:  
1. Music can inspire expression.  
2. Humans express themselves when they create. Personal connection to work 
through new shapes and designs 
3. Humans and artists make many decisions.  

Essential Questions:  
1. How does this music inspire you to create? 
2. How can you be expressive? 
3. What decisions are you making? 

Standards:  
VA:Cr1.2.2a - Make art or design with various materials and tools to explore 
personal interest, questions, and curiosity 
VA:Cr3.1.21 - Discuss and reflect with peers about choices made in creating 
artwork  

Interdisciplinary connections:  
In this lesson students will learn about music from Brazil and Brazilian culture, 
history. 

Objectives 
The student will… 
Knowledge:  
- The students will reflect on thoughts and feelings while listening to Brazilian 

music and how to visually express movement. 
- The students will learn about the country of Brazil and it’s culture and music.  
-  The students will identify the art of Beatriz Milhazes through discussion and 

inquiry. 

Skills:  
- The students will thoughtfully arrange shapes and colors to express how they feel 

through creation of a collage. 
- The students will expressively paint along to Bossa Nova music. 

Dispositions:  
- The students will realize that in art and life it is a good thing to express oneself.  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Assessment 
Pre-assessment: 
- Students will be asked what they know of Brazil, other countries, and other 

cultures. 
- Students will be asked what they already know of making art through music and 

collage. 
- Students will be asked if they know what expression means.  

Formative Assessment:  
- Teacher will check for understanding verbally and through observation. 

Summative Assessment:  
Checklist… 
- The student attentively listens to music played while creating expressive shapes 

and designs through movement. 
- The student shows an understanding of art by Beatriz Milhazes.  
- The student creates a visually expressive background painting. 
- The student used a variety of colors to fill in shapes and create designs.  
- Student reflected on personal interests to incorporate different shapes and colors. 
- Students show expression throughout creating the collage. 
- The student safely used scissors to cut out shapes and designs. 
- The student arranged shapes in a composition within the given border. 
- The student used glue to adhere shapes into a final composition  

!4



Instructional Procedures 
Motivation: 
Begin with asking if any students are familiar with music of different cultures, how 
music of different genres can create different ways of feeling, and if anyone has 
ever drawn/colored/painted while listening to music.  
Introduce the artist Beatriz Milhazes and how her artwork moves along with the 
flow of music.  
Introduce traditional Brazilian style music such as Bossa Nova and Tropicalia 
while allowing time to dance and move their bodies with expression.   

Development: 

- Previously students will experience movement through traditional Brazilian 
music. 

- Students will learn about Brazilian culture and music. 

- Students will be shown a series of images as examples of expressionistic 
painting. 

- Students will participate in a discussion comparing expressionistic artwork with 
other artworks such as photorealism.  

- Students will learn about artist Beatriz Milhazes. 

- Students will be given time to freely express movement visually while using 
wet materials on multiple larger sheets of thick paper. 

- Students will be given a pre-drawn sheet of shapes to color in using dry 
materials and a variety of colors. Another sheet will be given with space for 
students to incorporate any other shapes/designs they want to include. 

- When dry, students will then reduce the larger sheet of paper used for musical 
expression into a new size, or different shape. No smaller than…This will serve 
as the background for the collage. 

- Students will then cut out the colored shapes from the pre-drawn sheet along 
with any other shapes they made on their own using objects/stencils brought 
from home. And/or create new shapes from pre-drawn shapes. 

- Students can then start arranging these shapes onto the musical expression 
background paper. 
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- Once arrangement is decided, students will then be able to adhere shapes and 
forms onto the colorful background, creating an exciting collage unique to each 
student.  

Culmination: 

- This lesson taught us about traditional Brazilian music and how movement can 
be expressed visually through self-expression. 

- On the exit slip, write your name and draw/write about any shape or color that 
you feel connected to and why. 

- Display the collages around the room and have a gallery walk around the 
classroom, stopping at each artwork to discuss in a group discussion.  

- Listen to more music! 

Preparation 
Teacher research and preparation: 
Research on Beatriz Milhazes, Brazil and traditional Brazilian music 

Supplementary Materials: 
Presentation on Brazil and Beatriz Milhazes, compilation of Bossa Nova/Tropicalia 
music on flash drive, examples of artworks by Beatriz Milhazes that go along with 
music to play.  

Student Supplies:  
Large sheet of quality blank paper for wet materials, paint, paint brushes, water 
cups, pre-drawn sheet of various shapes, stencils, different shaped objects for 
tracing, markers, scissors, glue. 

Considerations for modifications and/or adaptations: 
If students struggle to find ways of visual expression through movement, have a 
Salsa dance video prepared to show as a reminder that dancing is another form of 
expression through movement.  
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Exemplars 

Expression painting to music    

Shapes to color and cut 
 

Collaged shapes on painted background
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